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The Ministry soon had more pressing need, of Fielding's
pen. On Juno 18, 1747, Parliament was suddenly dis-
solved. Since the Battle of Culloden, opposition to the
Government had boon gathering strength. People revolted
at the carnage in tlio days sur.w<Mling the battle and at the
hideous executions of the following summer. Many Eng-
lishmen fully sympathised with the indignation that
Smollett expressed in "The Tears of Scotland." When,
for example, it was proposed to give the Duke of Cumber-
land1 the freedom of one of the London, Companies, an
alderman, cried out, "Then let it be of the Butchers/' and
the Duke was thenceforth known as "Billy the Butcher."
Subsequently certain Acts of Parliament aimed at those
who had been in rebellion were severely criticised. The
wearing of Highland dress was made punishable with im-
prisonment for a first and with transportation for a second
offence. As a blow to the feudal rights of the Highland
chieftains, all "heritable jurisdictions" in Scotland were
abolished, though provision was made in the statute for
partial coniponsntion. An Act of grace was not quite what
it claimed to be; for "the King's most gracious, general,
and free pardon" specifically excluded by name eighty per-
sons. Wiihal, people wore tired of a foreign war which con-
tinned to drift on with no end in sight. In these circum-
stances, the Ministry, having put through Parliament its
measures consequent upon the rebellion, appealed to the
country, to the surprise of the Opposition, who were not

books written by Henry Fielding, The presumption is that the two pamphlets,
each costing a shilling, ware one and the same, and that Melding was the
author. I have been unable to discover a copy of this pamphlet, though perhaps
one was formerly in the library of Col. W. l\ Prideaux ("Notes and Queries,"

Jan, 7, 1888, p, 1), In "The Trite Patriot," Fielding began his account of the
insurrection under the title, "Observations on the Present Bebellion," which
he soon altered to "The Present History of Great Britain." Thus "A Corn-
pleat and Au then tick Tliwtory," whether compiled and elaborated by Fielding
or by another hand, appears to have behind it not only the articles in "The
True Patriot/' but also the pamphlet of 1745,
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